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Looking for something to do outside of scouting?

This time of year there are plenty of outdoor
expo’s and classes to take to keep yourself
busy. Here are just a few of them.

Introduction to backpacking class

The REI Paradise valley store is offering a
free class for beginning backpackers. The
class is held on February 17 at 6:30pm. The
class will cover backpacking essentials:
choosing a pack; selecting proper clothing
and footwear; understanding the basic gear
you need; and, provide tips for reducing
pack weight without sacrificing product per-
formance or overall comfort.

International Sportsman's Expo

This is great time to get a look at all the lat-
est outdoor sporting equipment all in one
place. It will be held at the UOP stadium
from Feb 27 to March 1. Tickets cost $15 for
adults, 7$ for teens (13-17) and free for kids
12 and under. The entire stadium floor will
be packed with booths.

Arizona Game and Fish outdoor expo

This expo will be held at the Ben Avery
Shooting Range on March 28 and 29. The
exposition includes activities, demonstra-
tions and exhibits in the areas of hunting,
fishing, recreational shooting, archery, off-
highway vehicle (OHV) and watercraft rec-
reation, conservation and wildlife education,
camping and other outdoor elements.

Arizona Archaeology Expo

Working an your Archeology merit badge?
Visit this expo at the Pueblo Grande Mu-
seum and Archaeological Park on March 14
and 15. The museum and the expo will both
be free for this special weekend. The Expo
provides a special opportunity for visitors to
learn more about why it is important to pre-
serve archaeological sites and historic
places, what archaeologists, historians, and
tribal members do in their jobs, and about
the prehistory and history of Arizona. Both
days will feature archaeology hands-on ac-
tivities, craft demonstrations, and other fun
and educational events.

A new feature is available on the troop website

A leader detail page is nhow available on the
troop website for your use. If you go to the
leadership or Merit badge page, and click on
a leaders name, it will bring up more infor-
mation on that person.

This new information includes the following:
Persons name
Email address

Troop position

Year joining the troop

Special scouting achievements earned
Outings the leader has been on

Merit badges they are the counselor for

I am still collecting some of the information
so it may be incomplete. Please let me know
if any information is incorrect.

Actual comments left on Forest Service comment card S:

"Found a smoldering cigarette left by a horse."
"Too many bugs and leeches and spiders and spider webs. Please spray the wilderness

to rid the area of these pests."

"Trails need to be reconstructed. Please avoid building trails that go uphill."

"Need more signs to keep area pristine."

"A McDonald's would be nice at the trail head."
"The places where trails do not exist are not well marked."
"Chair lifts need to be in some places so that we can get to wonderful views without hav-

ing to hike to them."



@handbook explains that a Scout is loyal to his family, Scout leaders, frienm
and nation. I'm going to add one more thing to that list - a Scout is loyal to his team. The team
might be his patrol or sports team.

Your patrol or soccer team can't be as good as it should be if you goof off a lot or constantly com-
plain about your teammates or your patrol leader or coach. A winning patrol and a winning team,
must have a winning attitude. That means that every member must be willing to do his part and
not spend time griping because the patrol's plans or the game are not going his way.

That doesn't mean that you have to be close friends with everybody in your patrol or team or even
like all of them. But it means that when you join, you commit yourself to the success of the patrol
or the team and pledge to give it your best effort.

In Scouting and sports, it's teamwork that makes winners. So whenever you're with your patrol or

W, remember, "A Scout is loyal".

The position of
Den Chief is a
very important
role in Boy
.\ Scouts.  The
| Den Chief pro-
/ vides  much-
needed help to
Cub Scout dens
and also pro-
vides an exam-
ple of what Boy
Scots are to the Cubs. Many Cub Scouts that
have a Den Chief in their den will go on to
join Boy Scouts. The position of Den Chief is
also an approved leadership position to earn
credit toward rank advancement for the ranks
of Star, Life, and Eagle. Because this posi-
tion is so important, it is critical that a proce-
dure be followed.

A Scout wishing to become a Den Chief is
encouraged to complete the Council/District
Den Chief training; this is not required, but is
strongly urged. The Scout may not begin his
Den Chief duties with a Pack until the Scout
has first talked with his Scoutmaster and has
been approved by his Scoutmaster for the
position. Before speaking with his Scoutmas-
ter, the Scout may, if he wishes, contact a
Den Leader to inquire if he/she wants a Den
Chief. If the Scout does not have a particular
Pack in mind, the Scoutmaster will help him
find a Pack that he can serve as Den Chief.

Den Chief duties:
Knows the purposes of Cub Scouting.
Helps Cub Scouts advance through Cub
Scout ranks.
Encourages Cub Scouts to join a Boy
Scout troop upon graduation.
Assists with activities in the den meet-
ings.
Is a friend to the boys in the den.
Helps out at weekly den meetings and
monthly pack meetings.
Meets with adult members of the den,
pack and troop as necessary.
Sets a good example.
Enthusiastically wears the Scout uniform
correctly.
Lives by the Scout Oath and Law.
Shows Scout spirit.

In addition to the above duties, a Den Chief
should follow the scout motto and Be Pre-
pared. He should arrive 10-15 minutes early
for each meeting to help setup. Bring instruc-
tions and materials necessary for a simple
scouting related game. If the den leader
needs to talk to the parents, the you can use
the game to keep the cub scouts busy. Also
plan to stay a few minutes later to help clean
up after the meeting.

The BSA online learning center offers an in-
teractive den chief training program. The
online learning center is located here:
http://olc.scouting.org/
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A Scout is:

Trustworthy

Loyal

Helpful

Friendly

Courteous

Kind

Obedient

Cheerful

Thrifty

Clean

Brave

Reverent
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Troop calendar_ (see the calendar on troop website for up to date information)

On my honor Feb 7 - Merit Badge roundup session 1

| will do my Feb 8 - Scout Sunday
best Feb 9 - Troop meeting at Deer Valley Middle School at 7pm
To do my Feb 12 - Roundtable meeting for Committee members
duty to God Feb 16 - President's Day—No Troop meeting
and my Feb 16 - Morning and evening flag service
country Feb 21 - Merit Badge roundup session 2
and to obey Feb 23 - Troop meeting at Deer Valley Middle School at 7pm
the Scout Feb 28 - Sycamore Canyon overnight backpack

Law: Mar 2 - Troop meeting at Deer Valley Middle School at 7pm

Mar 5 - Committee Meeting at Bill Johnsons restaurant at 19th Ave and Bell Rd.

To help other

Mar 9 - Court of Honor at Deer Valley Middle School at 7pm

people at all
: Mar 12 - Roundtable meeting for Committee members
times;
Mar 16 - School closed - No Troop Meeting
To keep
Mar 21 & 22 - Superstition Mountains overnight hike
myself
Mar 23 - Troop meeting at Deer Valley Middle School at 7pm
physically
Mar 30 - Troop meeting at Deer Valley Middle School at 7pm
strong,
mentally Recipe of the month—Dutch oven Enchiladas
awake, and 9 flour tortillas (8 inch) Brown ground beef, salt, onion in skillet or
2 Ibs ground beef Dutch oven . Drain off drippings. Add tomato
morally 1 onion chopped 1 tsp salt soup, enchilada sauce and water. Simmer
1 can (10 oz) condensed tomato soup mixture 5 minutes. Spoon off into a medium
straight 2 cans (10 o0z) mild enchilada sauce bowl. Layer meat mixture, 3 tortillas and
: 1 cup water cheese. Repeat three times ending with
cheese. Sprinkle with chopped green on-
2 cups grated cheddar or mozzarella ions. Cook until cheese melts and tortillas
cheese soften about 7 to 10 minutes. Serve with
2 2 2 Green onions, chopped sour cream.

Sour cream




R-C winter outing trip report

During the Martin Luther King
weekend, the troop went on its
annual winter outing at R-C. Dur-
ing this outing we teach the
scouts Junior Leadership Train-
ing. This involves learning deci-
sion making, teamwork, trust and
integrity. Exercises were used to
reinforce the values learned.

We stayed in somewhat luxury
accommodations at the VanNess
Lodge. We had running hot/cold
water, flush toilets, full kitchen,
electricity, fireplace and comfy
beds. The lodge has a kitchen,
great room, two bathrooms and 6
bedrooms which sleep up to 50
people. Many scouts came back to the lodge with wet
shoes, socks and pant legs. Two members of
During this outing the troop held a crossover the Venturing Crew decided to go for a swim
ceremony for the Spartan patrol from pack in the frigid waters of the creek. Fortunately it
428. The ceremony was held in the evening wasn't cold enough to cause hypothermia, but
at the amphitheater. A large fire was lit by the  they were very cold once they returned to the
great spirits to provide light and warmth. Each  lodge.
new scout was presented with their crossover
arrow and welcomed to the troop. Each scout patrol participated in a dutch oven
cook-off. Each patrol had to prepare a main
The scouts had plenty of time during the day disk and a desert. Some patrols were very
to explore the scout camp and nearby creek. creative and unique while others stuck with
the tried and true basics. The
cook-off was a way to teach
the boys that there is more to
camp cooking than ramen and
hotdogs.

A 10 minute photo montage
was shown Saturday evening
after the crossover ceremony.
The presentation highlighted
the troop’s activities through-
out 2008. It included a video of
some scouts doing a squirrley
squirrel. This is a dance the
scouts have to do to get items
returned to them if left at an
outing.

Do Your Best!
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AsS an
American |
will do my

best to:

Be clean in
my outdoor

manners,

Be careful

with fire,

Be
considerate
in the

outdoors,

Be conser-

vation-

minded.



